


hostal for pilgrims and now a luxurious Parador.

The 12th C Romanesque Church of Sta. Maria del Sar had massive
buttresses added in
the 18th C as, can
be seen inside the
church, the columns
were being pushed
outwards.Inside the
Cathedralis an
impressive statue of
Santiago
Matamoros.

Sta. Maria del Sar

Santiago Matamoros Ox Cart Shrine
48



A shrine on the Calle de Franco marks the spot where, on July 25,
813, the ox cart bearing the Saint’s remains, that had been found buried in
a field, stopped. This date - July 25th - beccame the Saint’s day.

: After our strenu-

ous toutist endeav-
ours, it was good to
relax ata café and
watch the world go by.
The Suso hostal, seen
below, is a Mecca for
 pilgrims. That evening
we had dinner with
Pennyand Janina
private house that had
played host to many
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Suso Hostel Café
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Costa da Morte

As we had a few spare days before our flight back to London, we
rented a car, left our bikes in the safekeeping of our Santiago hotel, and

went off to explore some more of Galicia.

Palacio Municipal

We set off down the
motorway to Corufia to
see the sights there. Itisa
busy port city - we finally
found a park for the car,
gl which turned out to be
| near John Moore’s burial
spot and within reach of
the old town.

The elegant baroque-




style Town Hall - Palacio Municipal -
dates from the early 20th C.

The tomb of General Sir John
Moore, seen on Page 50, is in the San
Carlos Gardens. He was killed in
1809 during the Peninular War against
the French, in the Battle of Corunna
when the British forces retreated
during winter from Sahagun, to be
evacuated from there. They followed
the route of the Camino from
Sahagun to Monte Cebreiro, where
they encountered deep snow.

The other feature of note is the
lighthouse - the Tower of Hercules -
dating from Roman times. That night Tower of Hercules
we stayed in Malpica and the next day
we set off westward to see more of the Costa da Morte - called the Death
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Coast because of the many shipwrecks - and Cape Finisterre. At Muxia is
the church Santuario da Virxe da Barca, so called as legend has it that the
apostle Santiago was trying to Christianize the local inhabitants and was
having no luck and was discouraged. The Virgin Mary arrived in a boat
guarded by angels and appeared to the apostle to comfort him. The
Celtic stones near the church are said to be remains of the Virgin Mary’s
stone boat - A Barca. While we were there, women were going round the
church on their knees as penance. Some pilgrims to Santiago de

Compostela continue their travelling to Muxia by way of Padrén and
Cape Finisterre, where they then burn their clothes or boots.
We then continued on to Cape Finisterre, regarded as the edge of

Cape Finisterre

the world in earlier times. We stayed the night at Muros, a pleasant seaside
resort. For supper in the restaurant overlooking the Bay, we enjoyed a
dish of baked Rape - Monkfish. The next day we were off to see Padron,
where, legend has it, the stone boat carrying Santiago’s remains arrived at
the old Roman port of Iria Flavia. The town name comes from the word
“pedrén” meaning stone post, referring to the mooring stone to which
the boat was tied. The mooring stone is in the Church of Santiago. One
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goes up to the alter to open the door in the front to see the mooring
stone - El Pedrén - as shown below.

El Pedron

Church of
Santiago

That night we
had Pimientos de
Padrén for the first
time, an experience
which has been
repeated many
times since. The
rough pan gallego -




Galician bread - to accompany it,
is not so easy to find.

Carmelite Fountain with
Carmo Monastery above

We also saw the Carmelite
k| Fountain with the convent - the
Carmo monastery. The fountain is
said to have a connection with St
James - that he took water from
this point.

The Sta. Maria Collegiate

Sta. Maria Portico
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Church of Iria Flavia was built beween the 13th & 16th centuries. It was
an episcopal seat until it was tranferred to Santiago de Compostela juris-
diction.

We then headed back to Santiago for the next two nights at our
hotel - A Nova Casa - where we had left our bikes for safe keeping,
Then more sightseeing and in the evening, two Norwegian cyclists
appeared at the hotel. They were looking for the Camino. We produced
all our maps and filled the bar tables with our literature while we ex-
plained that the journey was the “Camino”. At the same time we kept
ordering plates of Pimientos de Padrén - we could not get enough. The
next day was our last and was spent wandering. In the evening we went

out for dinner with the Norwegians to find a restaurant serving
Coquilles St Jacques.

Our Hotel Hostess - Sra. Gonzalez

Our day for departure back to home had now come. With one last
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tarewell look at Santiago we then set off up the hill to the airport at
Lavacolla. After we had seen our bicycles on their way we changed back
to everyday clothes to rejoin the real world on our homeward plane. Son
Tan met us at Heathrow with the car. The two bikes, one now with two
missing rear spokes, were loaded on the roof rack for a much easier
journey home than that of getting to the airport.

Obur first big bike adventure was over and set us on the path for
more.

Annex

At the V&A Mueum, in the Cast Courts, there is a plaster cast of
the Santiago Cathedral Gate of Glory. This was made during extensive
tours of Spam during 1864-65 lead by | C Robinson. With the passage
- of about 150 years, the V&A :
plaster copy is in now much
better shape than the original, as
| can be seen in the two images of
the Tree of Jesse and of Master
Mateo.

The casting and transport
of this large structure involved
protacted and difficult negotia-
tions with the cathedral authori-
ties as well as a sea voyage with

many hazards - storms and

fumigation against cholera. Master
Mateo
Tree of
; .. Jesse
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Pilgrim’s Record

Since completing this book we have found our Pilgrim Records, with
stamps starting at Logrofio. These are the documents we submitted to the
Santiago Cathedral’s Pilgrim Office shortly after our arrival. It’s now too late to
integrate images from it into the main text so these are added here as an
afterthought.

The Confraternity of St James in
London had us registered as numbers 54
& 55 in their Pilgrim Register — early
days indeed. The year we cycled the
Camino was 1989 for which the Cathe-
dral Pilgrim Office recorded 5,760
pilgrims, with 62 coming from the UK.

Front Cover

In 2009, 145,877 were recorded, of

which 1,700 came from the UK. This

year, 2010, is a Holy Year and they

expect to register about 200,000 pil-

grims. We were fortunate in our timing,
The image on the next page Second Page

shows the stamps from Logrofo to

Fromista and includes the stamp from the Cathedral of Santo Domingo de la

Calzada showing the hen and cockerel.
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