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A NEW CHURCH ROOF 

Ever since the Church was built nearly 50 years ago, the roof has been leaking. Much has 
been done over the years to deal with this problem but nothing seems to work.  

Consultants have now advised the PCC that the roof finish has come to the end of its life. 
In particular, the fixings have corroded to the point that that aluminium strips could lift off 
the building in a storm. The consultants have looked at various options. The agreed solution 
is to replace the aluminium with a new insulated roof finish. It is estimated that this will cost 
about £500,000.  

 A small group is looking at how this money could be raised. This leaflet seeks your support 
for this work and to answer some of your questions. 

Why do we need a new roof now? Why can’t we live with this?  

If we don’t do anything, it is highly likely that at some point in the not too distant future, a 
gale will remove all or part of the aluminium panels. The Church could be liable for the 
damage this could cause to people and property – and we would need to take emergency 
action to protect the Church. The PCC does not think that we can live with this risk. It has 
commissioned the consultants to develop a design for a new roof, so that tenders can be 
invited for the building work. We have already established that all the work has to be done 
in one contract and so we need to raise the full amount before we commence the building 
work. 

How are we going to raise £500,000? Surely you don’t expect the congregation to 
pay for this? 

It is clearly not possible for the congregation to raise this sort of money on its own. But we 
cannot expect others to help us unless we can show that we have done our best to raise as 
much as we can.  

What other sources of funding are being looked at?  

We are exploring the possibility of grants from various charities but as a general rule they 
would expect us to have raised about half the amount needed before they would help.  We 
will seek donations from organisations which use the Church buildings. We also plan to 
mount Church events to raise funds. But the response of the congregation is the foundation 
stone of our fund raising.     

How much is expected from members of the congregation?  

This will depend on individual circumstances. The Bible urges God’s people to be generous 
in their giving in response to God’s overwhelming generosity.  Please pray, and give 
whatever you are able to, using the form opposite. If possible we'd like people to pledge 
themselves to give so much a month so that there is a continuing flow of funds.  

Is this really possible?  

We need to have faith:  
Lord, bless all who worship here and use it as a place of gathering. Help us as we work together to 
replace the roof, so that this building may continue to be dedicated to your name and glory. Amen  



Notes

ROOF APPEAL SPONSORSHIP AND DONATION FORM

To: St Matthew’s Parish Church

Name(s) Mr/Mrs/Ms*	  ___________________________________________________
Address*:	  _____________________________________________________________
	 Postcode*:	  ______________________________ _____________________________
Phone:	 Email:	________________________ _________________________________

Phone 020 8681 3147 stmatthew.org.uk

1. Please put this form and your gift in the envelope you received with the form.
2. Please hand in the envelope with your form and gift to the Parish Office.
3. You will be able to track progress in the Parish Magazine which is available within the

church or on the church website.

* Name. Address and Post Code are required by the Inland Revenue to identify you as
a current UK taxpayer if you Gift Aid your donation.

I wish to sponsor ______ roof section(s) at £200 each.

I wish to make a single donation to the Roof Fund of £______________

I wish to make a regular monthly donation to the Roof Fund and enclose 
a first monthly payment of £_______________

In order to Gift Aid your donation you must tick the box and sign below: 
I want to Gift Aid my donation of £______________ and any donations I 
make in the future.

Signature:  ______________________	 Date:  _____________

How to Donate
Either by cheque made payable to St Matthew’s PCC or by debit transfer directly to St 
Matthew’s account SORT CODE 405240 ACCOUNT 00098624 REFERENCE ROOF

I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital 
Gains Tax in the current tax year than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my 
donations it is my responsibility to pay the difference.
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